I . Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows with the following 
version of the claims in accordance with revised 37 CFR § 1.121. 
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1. (Amended) A method for managing resources within a 

distributed data processing system, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving a lease request for a resource; 

receiving, at a resource manager, a lease request from a 
resource requester to lease a requested resource for a requested 
lease period at a particular level of service; 

in response to receiving the lease request, securing leases 
on a logical circuit of resources through the distributed data 
processing syste m, wherein: 

obtaining a data path that represents the logical 
circuit of resources through the distributed data 
processing system between the resource requester and 
the requested resource, wherein the data path is 
determined by a dynamic discovery process of devices 
within the distributed data processing system; 

sending, by the resource manager, multiple lease 
requests for the requested lease period to respective 
multiple resource managers for multiple requested 
resources along the data path, wherein use of the 
requested resource requires use of the multiple 
requested resources; and 

receiving, at the resource manager, lease grants 
for the multiple requested resources from the 
respective multiple resource managers ; and 
in response to securing leases on the -a —logical circuit of 
resources, sending a lease grant for the requested resource from 
the resource manager to the resource requester . 

2 . (Canceled) . 
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3. 



(Canceled) 



4 . (Canceled) . 

5 . (Canceled) . 

6. (Canceled) . 

7. (Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising 
detecting an oversubscribed condition on the requested 

resource; and 

in response to the detected oversubscribed condition, 
reducing a lease period for the granted lease grant . 

8. (Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising 
detecting an error condition; and 

in response to the detected error condition, reducing a 
lease period for the lease grant. 
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9. (Amended) An apparatus for managing resources within a 

distributed data processing system, the apparatus comprising: 

f ir3t — receiving meano for receiving a lea3e requc3t for a 
rcoourcc; 

first receiving means for receiving, at a resource manager, 
a lease reguest from a resource reguester to lease a reguested 
resource for a reguested lease period at a particular level of 
service; 

securing means for securing, in response to receiving the 
lease request, leases on a logical circuit of resources through 
the distributed data processing syste m, wherein: 

obtaining means for obtaining a data path that 
represents the logical circuit of resources through the 
distributed data processing system between the resource 
reguester and the reguested resource, wherein the data 
path is determined by a dynamic discovery process of 
devices within the distributed data processing system; 

first sending means for sending, by the resource 
manager, multiple lease requests for the reguested 
lease period to respective multiple resource managers 
for multiple reguested resources along the data path, 
wherein use of the reguested resource reguires use of 
the multiple reguested resources; and 

second receiving means for receiving, at the 
resource manager, lease grants for the multiple 
requested resources from the respective multiple 
resource managers ; and 
second sending means for sending, in response to securing 
leases on the - a— logical circuit of resources, a lease grant for 
the requested resource from the resource manager to the resource 
reguester . 
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10. 



(Canceled) 



11 . (Canceled) . 

12 . (Canceled) . 

13 . (Canceled) . 

14 . (Canceled) . 

15. (Amended) The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising: 
second detecting means for detecting an oversubscribed 

condition on the requested resource; and 

second reducing means for reducing a lease period for the 
granted lease grant in response to the detected oversubscribed 
condition . 

16. ' (Amended) The apparatus of claim 9 further comprising: 

third detecting means for detecting an error condition; and 
third reducing means for reducing a lease period for the 
lease grant in response to the detected error condition . 
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17. (Amended) A computer program product on a computer 

readable medium for use in a data processing system for managing 
resources within the distributed data processing system, the 
computer program product comprising: 

firot instructions for receiving a lease rcqucot for a 
resource; 

first instructions for receiving, at a resource manager, a 
lease request from a resource requester to lease a requested 
resource for a requested lease period at a particular level of 
service; 

instructions for securing, in response to receiving the 
lease request, leases on a logical circuit of resources through 
the distributed data processing syste m, wherein: 

instructions for obtaining a data path that 
represents the logical circuit of resources through the 
distributed data processing system between the resource 
requester and the reguested resource, wherein the data 
path is determined by a dynamic discovery process of 
devices within the distributed data processing system; 

first instructions for sending, bv the resource 
manager, multiple lease requests for the requested 
lease period to respective multiple resource managers 
for multiple requested resources along the data path, 
wherein use of the reguested resource requires use of 
the multiple requested resources; and 

second instructions for receiving, at the resource 
manager, lease grants for the multiple requested 
resources from the respective multiple resource 
managers ; and 

Page 7 

Chang et al. - 09/738,307 



second first instructions for sending, in response to 
securing leases on the r t— logical circuit of resources, a lease 
grant for the requested resource from the resource manager to the 
resource requester . 



18 . (Canceled) . 
19. (Canceled) . 
10 20. (Canceled) . 



15 



21 . (Canceled) . 

22 . (Canceled) . 



23. (Amended) The computer program product of claim 17 
further comprising : 

second instructions for detecting an oversubscribed 
condition on the requested resource; and 
20 second instructions for reducing a lease period for the 

granted lease grant in response to the detected oversubscribed 
condition . 

24. (Amended) The computer program product of claim 17 
25 further comprising: 

third instructions for detecting an error condition; and 
third instructions for reducing a lease period for the lease 
grant in response to the detected error condition . 
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25. (Amended) A network comprising: 

firot receiving mcano for receiving a Icaoc request for a 
r e source; 

first receiving means for receiving/ at a resource manager, 
a lease reguest from a resource requester to lease a requested 
resource for a requested lease period at a particular level of 
service; 

securing means for securing, in response to receiving the 
lease request, leases on a logical circuit of resources through 
thfi Hi ntrihnted data procc33ina syste m network, wherein: 

obtaining means for obtaining a data path that 
represents the logical circuit of resources through the 
network between the resource requester and the 
reguested resource, wherein the data path is determined 
bv a dynamic discovery process of devices within the 
networks- 
first sending means for sending, by the resource 
manager, multiple lease requests for the requested 
lease period to respective multiple resource managers 
for multiple requested resources along the data path, 
wherein use of the requested resource requires use of 
the multiple requested resources; and 

second receiving means for receiving, at the 
resource manager, lease grants for the multiple 
reguested resources from the respective multiple 
resource managers ; and 
second sending means for sending, in response to securing 
leases on the - a— logical circuit of resources, a lease grant for 
the reguested resource from the resource manager to the resource 
requester . 
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26. 



(Canceled) 



27. (Canceled) . 

28 . (Canceled) . 

29. (Canceled) . 

30. (Canceled) . 

31. (Amended) The network of claim 25 further comprising: 
second detecting means for detecting an oversubscribed 

condition on the requested resource; and 

second reducing means for reducing a lease period for the 
granted lease grant in response to the detected oversubscribed 
condition . 

32. (Amended) The network of claim 25 further comprising: 
third detecting means for detecting an error condition; and 
third reducing means for reducing a lease period for the 

lease grant in response to the detected error condition . 
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